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James Morton Turner
Environmental Studies Department, Wellesley College
106 Central Street, Wellesley, MA 02481
781-283-2820

jturner@wellesley.edu

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

Wellesley College, Environmental Studies Department, Professor

Wellesley College, Environmental Studies Department, Associate Professor
Wellesley College, Environmental Studies Program, Assistant Professor

Cornell University, Science and Technology Studies, Visiting Assistant Professor

Gettysburg College, Environmental Studies and History Departments, Adjunct Assistant
Professor

Princeton University, Writing Program, Quin Morton Writing Instructor
College of New Jersey, Department of History, Adjunct Instructor

EDUCATION

Science Technology and Environmental Policy Certificate, Woodrow Wilson School of
Public and International Affairs, Princeton University.

Ph.D., History (History of Science), Princeton University. Dissertation: “The Promise of
Wilderness: A History of American Environmental Politics, 1964-1994.”

A.M., American Civilization, Brown University.

B.S., Independent Studies, Washington and Lee University. Honors thesis. Summa cum
laude.

Visiting student, University College, Oxford University.

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Winner of the 24™ Annual Susanne M. Glasscock Humanities Book Prize for Interdisciplinary
Scholarship from Texas A&M University for Charged
https://liberalarts.tamu.edu/glasscock/book-prize/

Finalist for the Cundill History Prize for Charged, awarded annually to a book recognized for
the best history writing in English. https://www.cundillprize.com/2023shortlist

Winner of the 2023 Nautilus Book Awards — Gold — Sustainability for Charged

Brachmann-Hoffman Small Grant Awards, Wellesley College

Knapp Social Science Research Support, Wellesley College

National Science Foundation, Science, Technology, and Society, “Unplugged: An
Envirotechnical Approach to Batteries, the Environment, and Questions of Sustainability,”
$92,899.

Honorable Mention, Best Poster Award, American Society for Environmental History
Conference for “Follow the Lead: A Systems-Based Approach to Lead-Acid Batteries.”

Winner of Forest History Society’s Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Book Award for The Promise of
Wilderness; best book published in forest and conservation history in 2012.

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, “Batteries and a Culture of Mobility,”
$33,600

Newhouse Center for the Humanities Fellow, Wellesley College
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Honorable Mention, Alice Hamilton Award, American Society for Environmental History.
My article, “The Specter of Environmentalism” was recognized with an honorable mention in
the competition for the best article published the previous year outside of the journal
Environmental History.

The Journal of American History selected my article, “The Specter of Environmentalism” as
one of two to be included in the Teaching the Journal of American History Series, a web-
based teaching portfolio aimed at college instructors, in 2009.

Kerr History Prize for best article published in New York History in 1999

BOOKS

Charged: A History of Batteries and Lessons for a Clean Energy Future (Seattle: University
of Washington Press, 2022). Winner of Glasscock Humanities Prize, Nautilus Award , and a
final for The 2023 Cundill Prize in History.

The Republican Reversal: Conservatives and the Environment from Reagan to Trump.
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2018), co-authored with Andrew C. Isenberg.

The Promise of Wilderness: American Environmental Politics since 1964. Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2012).

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES

“All of the Above: Energy, Environmental Politics, and Climate Change since 1973,” co-
authored with Drew Isenberg in Natural Disasters in the United States.

“Consolidation, Spillover, and Leakage: The Global Trade in Spent Lead-Acid Batteries,
Building Ecosystems/Selling Natures.

“Legacies for the Common Good,” Modern American History 1, no. 3 (Fall 2018), 385-90.

“Following the Pb: An Envirotechnical Approach to Lead-Acid Batteries in the United
States,” Environmental History 20, no. 1 (January 2015), 29-56.

“Extended Producer Responsibility for Single-Use Batteries in the European Union, Canada,
and the United States,” Journal of Industrial Ecology (November 2015),
doi:10.1111/jiec.12351.

Alden B. Griffith, Monica R. Higgins, James Morton Turner, “A Rooftop Revolution? A
Multidisciplinary Analysis of State-Level Residential Solar Programs in New Jersey and
Massachusetts,” Journal of Environmental Studies and Science, 4 (2014), 163-171.
“Rethinking American Exceptionalism: Toward a Transnational History of National Parks,
Wilderness, and Protected Areas,” in Oxford Handbook of Environmental History (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2014), 282-308.

“Counting Carbon: The Politics of Carbon Footprints and Climate Governance from the
Individual to the Global,” Global Environmental Politics 14, no. 1 (February 2014), 59-78.

““The Specter of Environmentalism’: Wilderness, Environmental Politics, and the Evolution
of the New Right,” Journal of American History 96, no 1. (June 2009), 123-149.

““Woodcraft to Leave No Trace’: Wilderness, Consumerism, and Environmentalism in
Twentieth-Century America,” reprinted in J. Baird Callicott and Michael Nelson, The

Wilderness Debate Rages On: Continuing the Great New Wilderness Debate (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 2008), 137-169.

“Wilderness and Contemporary America” in Michael Lewis, ed., American Wilderness: A
New History (New York: Oxford University Press, 2007), 243-262.

“Conservation Science and Forest Service Policy for Roadless Areas,” Conservation Biology
20, no. 3 (June 2006), 713-722.

““Woodcraft to Leave No Trace’: Wilderness, Consumerism, and Environmentalism in
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Twentieth-Century America,” Environmental History 7, no. 3 (July 2002), 462-484.

“Digging Tunnels, Building an Identity: Sandhogs in New York City, 1874-1906,” New York
History: Journal of the New York Historical Society 80, no. 1 (1999): 29-70.

REVIEWS

Matthew Eisler, The Age of the Auto Electric: Environment, Energy, and the Quest for the
Sustainable Car, October 2023, H-NET Reviews.

Phoebe S. K. Young, Camping Grounds: Public Nature in American Life from the Civil War to
the Occupy Movement, Journal of American History, December 2022, Vol. 109, Issue 3, 679-
680.

Paul S. Sutter, Let Us Now Praise Famous Gullies: Providence Canyon and the Soils of the
South, essay for H-NET Roundtable, Summer 2016.

Brian Allen Drake, Loving Nature, Fearing the State: Environmentalism and Antigovernment
Politics before Reagan in the American Historical Review 119, no. 4 (2014), 1310-1311.

Mark Fiege, The Republic of Nature: An Environmental History of the United States in the
Journal of American History 99, no. 3, December 2012, 865-867.

Kevin Marsh, Drawing Lines in the Forest: Creating Wilderness Areas in the Pacific
Northwest in The Oregon Historical Quarterly, 111 no. 3 (2010), 394-396.

Carolyn Merchant, American Environmental History: An Introduction in The Quarterly
Review of Biology, 83 no. 4 (2008), 393.

Thomas G. Smith, Green Republican: John Saylor and the Preservation of America’s
Wilderness in Environmental History 12, no. 2 (2007), 425-426.

Samuel P. Hays, War in the Woods: The Rise of Ecological Forestry in America in the
Journal of American History 94, no. 3, December 2007, 1013-1014.

Peter Derrick, Tunneling to the Future in New York History: Journal of the New York
Historical Society (2001), 119-121.

Donald Worster, A River Running West: The Life of John Wesley Powell in Wild Earth 11,
no. 3 (2001), 73-74.

Gerald Koppel, Water for Gotham in New York History: Journal of the New York Historical
Society, (2000), 495-497.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

“The Climate Law Could Short-Circuit EV Tax Credits, Making Qualifying for them Nearly
Impossible,” The World Financial Review (June-July 2023).

“IRA Implementation in the Electric Vehicle Battery Industry and the Clean Energy
Transition,” American Sustainable Business Network, April 28, 2023. [link

“Biden’s EPA puts the electric vehicle transition into high gear,” Climate & Capital Media,
April 17, 2023.

Public-facing dashboard tracking implementation of Inflation Reduction Act.
www.tinyurl.com/ev-dashboard

“Tracking the Biden Boom in the EV Supply Chain,” MCJ Climate Voices, March 21, 2023.

“Tracking the Post-IRA Boom in the US EV Supply Chain,” Clean Technica, February 21,
2023.

“How Tesla Got the Jump on the Rest of the Auto Industry,” Clean Technica, September 3,
2022.

“The Climate Law could Short-Circuit EV Tax Credits, Making Qualifying for them Nearly
Impossible,” The Conversation, August 8, 2022. Reprinted in Fast Company, Salon, and 12
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other local newspapers.
“Can EV Adoption Scale Like Cell Phones Did?” Clean Technica, August 6, 2022.

“What Does America’s EV Supply Chain Look Like? We Mapped It,” Clean Technica,
July 31, 2022.

“Recycling Lead-Acid Batteries is Easy. Why is Recycling Lithium-Ion Batteries Hard?,”
Clean Technica, July 24, 2022.

“EIA Forecast Electricity Generation in 2001, and Got it So Wrong,” Clean Technica, July
17, 2022.

Website to accompany Charged. www.charged-the-book.com

“The Battery,” Natural History September 2022, Vol. 130, Issue 8, 24-29.

“The Matter of a Clean Energy Transition,” Science 23 June 2022, Vol 376, No. 6600, 1361.
“Earth Day at 50,” Science with Andrew Isenberg, 17 April 2020, Vol 368, No 6488, 215.

(op-ed) “Trump’s Most Ambitious Environmental Rollback Yet,” co-authored with Emily
Pawley. The Globe Post, January 21, 2020.

(op-ed) “The Climate Change Debate No Longer Turns on Science. That May Not Be All
Bad,” co-authored with Andrew Isenberg. WBUR Cognoscenti, December 19, 2018.

“The Republican Reversal,” www.the-republican-reversal.com. Teaching website designed
with students to provide discussion questions, primary documents, and datasets related to
environmental politics.

“Batteries and Environmental Sustainability,” http://batteriesandsustainability.org. Launched
a website probing sustainability concerns in the context of batteries and the environment
based on research conducted as part of NSF grant.

“Lead threatens health of millions of Americans,” op-ed with Christopher Sellers, CNN.com
(October 2015).

“Protect More land with the 50™ Anniversary of Wilderness Act,” op-ed, Seattle Times
(September 2014).

“James Watt,” “Wilderness,” and “Wilderness Society” in Kathleen A. Brosnan, ed.,
Encyclopedia of American Environmental History (New York: Facts on File, 2010).

“The Specter of Environmentalism: A Teaching Portfolio,” Teaching the Journal of
American History (June 2009). http://archive.oah.org/special-issues/teaching/2009 06/index-
2.html. Launched a website on teaching environmental politics as a part of the Journal of
American History'’s teaching portfolio

“Wilderness protection,” in James Ciment, ed., Social Issues in America: An Encyclopedia
(New York: M.E. Sharpe, 2006).

“Wilderness east...Reclaiming history,” Wild Earth 11, no. 1 (2001), 12-19.

“Charting the early (intellectual) geography of American environmentalism, 1880-1920,”
Wild Earth 10, no. 2 (2000), 18-25.

PAPERS PRESENTED AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS

“Consolidation, Spillover, and Leakage: The Trade in Spent Lead-Acid Batteries,”
invited conference paper, Center for the History of Business, Technology, and
Society, Hagley Museum and Library, Wilmington, DE, October 2022.

“Beyond History? A Roundtable on Working in Environmental Studies and
Sustainability Programs,” Round-table participant, American Society for
Environmental History Conference, March 26, 2022.

“Contested Meanings of Conservation and Preservation at the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge,” at American Society for Environmental History Conference in Ottawa.
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Pandemic cancellation.

“Firms in the Garden,” Roundtable Presentation, American Society for Environmental
History Conference in Cincinnati, OH, April 2019.

“Recycling Batteries in a Throw-away Society,” at American Society for Environmental
History Conference in Seattle, WA, April 2016.

“Closing the Circle: An Environmental History of Lead-Acid Batteries,” at Making Class
Work Conference, SUNY-Stonybrook, June 2016.

“Tracing the Roots of American Environmental Movements,” Roundtable Paper at American
Society for Environmental History, Washington, D.C., April 2015.

“Recycling Batteries in a Throw-away Society: An Envirotechnical History,” Poster,
American Society for Environmental History Conference in Washington, D.C., April 2015.

“Following the Lead: A Systems-Based Approach to the Environmental History of the Lead-
Acid Battery,” at American Society for Environmental History Conference in San Francisco,
CA, March 2014.

“Recycling Lead: Lead-Acid Batteries and the Paradoxes of the Environmental Regulatory
State,” at American Society for Environmental History Conference in Toronto, ON, April
2013.

“Starter Batteries and the Legacies of Mining in the Tri-State Mining District,” at American
Society for Environmental History Conference in Madison, WI, April 2012.

“Earth Day at Forty,” at American Society for Environmental History Conference in
Portland, Oregon, March 2010.

“The Roadless Rule and the Political Landscape of American Environmentalism,” at
American Society for Environmental History Conference in Tallahassee, FL, February 2009.
“Teaching Environmental History in an Environmental Studies Program,” at American
Society for Environmental History Conference in Boise, ID, March 2008.

“Wilderness and American Liberalism,” at American Society for Environmental History
Conference in Baton Rouge, LA, April 2007.

“Thinking Big: Conservation Biology and Public Lands Politics, 1975-2000,” at History of
Science Society in Vancouver, BC, October, 2006.

“The Prophets of Wilderness,” American Society for Environmental History Conference in
Victoria, B.C., April 2004.

“Wilderness Fragmentation: Wilderness and American Environmental Politics in the early

1980s,” American Society of Environmental History Conference in Providence, RI, March
2003.

SELECTED INVITED LECTURES, INTERVIEWS, AND PRESENTATIONS

“Is the World Prepared for a Green Energy Revolution?” The Power Current with Chris
Berry, May 6, 2023. [44-minutes] https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-power-
current-with-chris-berry/id1666070442

“Building a Better Battery,” Will Tingle, May 9 2023, The Naked Scientists Podcast. [8-
minute segment] https.//www.thenakedscientists.com/podcasts/naked-scientists-
podcast/building-better-battery

“Eco-Logic Convo Featuring Jay Turner”, July 17, 2023, [31 minutes]
https://ecomotion.us/podcast/jay-turner-on-the-history-of-batteries-and-lessons-for-a-
clean-energy-future/

Guest Lecturer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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Invited Panel Participant, Sustainability and the Lithium-Ion Supply Chain, Benchmark
Intelligence Gigafactory USA 2023 Conference, Washington, D.C., June 9, 2023.

“The Inflation Reduction Act and US Environmental Vehicle Policy,” Washington
Alternative Fuel & Vehicle Technical Assistance Group, May 18, 2023.

Roundtable Presenter, Opening Session, Wilson Center International Center for Scholars,
Washington, DC, Electric Vehicle Supply Chain Dialogue, March 28, 2023.

Book talk and discussion on Charged for Boston College Energy History Seminar, March
2023.

“Tracking the Inflation Reduction Act,” Department of State Diplomacy Team, American
University, March 29, 2023.

“Tracking Investments in the US Electric Vehicle Supply Chain, from Mine to Factory,”
invited briefing for the U.S. Chief Data Scientist, Denice Ross, and staff of the White House
Office of Science and Technology, March 28, 2023 with Arzy Abliadzhyieva’25 and
Pranathi Chintalapudi ’25.

Charged book talk in the Greenhouse, Center for Environmental Humanities, University of
Stavanger, Norway, September 2022 (zoom).

Charged book talk for Modern American History Series, Department of History, Princeton
University, April 2022.

“The Matter of a Clean Energy Future,” invited lecture for Boston College Powering
America class, October 24, 2022.

“Climate Change as Problem and Opportunity,” Lecture for Plenary Session on
Sustainability, Bosnia Herzogovina American Academy of Arts and Sciences, June 2022.

Book talk for Charged hosted by Harvard Book Store, October 20, 2022 (zoom).

“Wilderness and the myths of American environmentalism,” Virginia Tech, May 5, 2021
(zoom).

“History of Batteries and their Life-Cycle from Extraction to Disposal,” MIT Seminar on
Environmental and Agricultural History, December 3, 2021 (zoom).

“Wilderness and the myths of American environmentalism,” Babson College, October 25,
2020 (zoom).

“Wilderness and the myths of American environmentalism,” Babson College, March 2021
(zoom).

“Charged: The History of Batteries and Prospects for a Clean Energy Future,”
Knapp/Newhouse Center at Home Presentation, October 2020 (zoom).

“Climate Disorder: Global Warming in the Age of Trump,” Albright Institute, Wellesley
College, January 2020.

Roundtable on Trump Administration’s Environmental Policy hosted by Enact, Wellesley’s
environmental organization, February 2019.

Interview, “The Republican Reversal” for Late Night Live, ABC Radio National, Australia,
January 2019.

“The Republican Reversal: Conservatives and the Environment from Nixon to Trump,”
Bennington College, Bennington, Vermont, May 2019.

“The Republican Reversal: Conservatives and the Environment from Nixon to Trump,”
Wellesley Democrats, May 2019.

“Climate Disorder: Lessons from the Past for the Current World Order,” moderated panel
discussion with John Podesta and William K. Reilly, Albright Institute, Wellesley College,
January 2019.

“Climate Change: What Can History Teach Us?,” Sustainability Panel, Town of Natick,
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October 2019.

“Climate Change,” Roundtable Participant, Charles River School, Dover, Massachusetts,
April 2019.
“Climate Change and the Future of Energy,” Wellesley College Alumnae Talk, North Shore,
April 2019.

“Climate Change and the Future of Energy,” Fox Hill Garden Club, Dover, MA, October
2019.

“The Republican Reversal: Conservatives, Climate Change, and Global
Environmental Governance,” Albright Institute, Wellesley College, January 2018.

Podcast Interview, “The Republican Reversal” for New Books in Environmental History,
November 2018.

“The Republican Reversal: Conservatives and the Environment from Nixon to Trump,”
Bren School of Environmental Science and Management, University of California, Santa
Barbara, CA, October 2018.

Roundtable on Trump Administration’s Environmental Policy hosted by Enact, Wellesley’s
environmental organization, February 2017.

Presenter, Wellesley College Teach-in for the March for Science, March 2017.

“Red Storm at Morning: The Trump Administration and the Future of the Climate,” Albright
Institute, Wellesley College, January 2017.

“Red Sky at Morning: The Future of the Climate at the Start of the Trump Administration,”
Wellesley College Alumnae Club, Rhode Island, May 2017.

“Climate Change Action at the State Level,” Wellesley Resistance, June 2017.

“Closing the Circle: Lead-Acid Batteries and the Future of Sustainability,” Northeastern
University, April 2016.

“Roots and Branches of U.S. Environmentalism,” John F. Kennedy Presidential Library,
U.S. Environmental History Summer Seminar, July 2015.

“Freedom of Information Act and Environmental History Research,” National Archives
Workshop at American Society for Environmental History Conference, 2015.

“Batteries and a Culture of Mobility,” Davidson College, October 2015.

Texas Campaign for the Environment, “Batteries and a Culture of Mobility” via conference
call, July 2014.

Communities for a Better Environment, “Following the Lead: Environmental Sustainability
and the Secondary Lead Industry,” Huntington Park, CA, July 2014.

“Wilderness and the Myths of American Environmentalism” for Tucson Festival of Books,
University of Arizona, March 2014.

“Using a Collection of .0002 Acre ‘Farms’ to Engage Students in Science across
Disciplines,” with Mia Howard for the Wellesley College Friends of the Botanical Gardens
Annual Meeting, June 2014.

“Batteries and a Culture of Mobility,” Science Faculty Seminar Series, Wellesley College
March 2014.

“Batteries and a Culture of Mobility,” Bowdoin College, November 2014.
“Rachel Carson and Silent Spring at 50,” Bacon Library, Natick, MA, April 2012.

“History of the Wilderness Act,” Commercial Outfitting and the Wilderness Act,
Uncommon Dialogue, Woods Center for the Environment, Stanford University, February
2012.

“‘Red + Blue = Green?’ History, Partisanship, and American Environmental Politics” at
Environmental Studies Colloquium Series, Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT, March
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“The Specter of Environmentalism: Wilderness, Liberalism, and American Environmental
Politics,” for Boston University’s Department of Geography and Environment Seminar,
April 2007.

“‘Red + Blue = Green?’ History, Partisanship, and American Environmental Politics” at
Environmental Studies Lunch, Williams College, Williamstown, MA, November 2000.

COURSES TAUGHT AT WELLESLEY COLLEGE

Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sustainability; Introduction to Sustainability;
Environment and Society: Addressing Climate Change; The Places of Nature; U.S.
Environmental History; Cultures of Environmentalism; Environmental Communication and
Synthesis; Sustainability Capstone Course, U.S. Environmental Politics, Future of Energy,
The Climate Crisis.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Society for Environmental History, Forest History Society, Association for
American Environmental Studies and Sciences.

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Professional Service
Vice President / President Elect, American Society for Environmental History

Member, Program Committee, American Society for Environmental History
Conference in Boston, 2023.

Chair, Local Organizing Committee, American Society for Environmental History
Conference in Boston, 2023 (Conference delayed from 2021.)

Member, Nominating Committee, American Society for Environmental History
Member, Rachel Carson Committee Dissertation Prize Selection Committee, American
Society for Environmental History

Dissertation Committee Member for Jennifer Thomson, Department of History of
Science, Harvard University. “From Wilderness to the Toxic Environment: Health in
American Environmental Politics, 1945-Present.”

Reviewer

University of Washington Press (4), Yale University Press (2), National Science
Foundation (4), University of Chicago Press, Columbia University Press, University of
Georgia Press, University of Kansas Press, Cambridge University Press, University of
Oklahoma, Journal of American History, Environmental History (4), Environment and
History, Pacific Historical Review, Register of Kentucky Historical Society, Social
Studies of Science, Professional Geographer, Material Culture, Journal of Natural
Resources Policy Research, Waste Management.

Tenure and Promotion Reviews

Smith College, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, University of Colorado-
Boulder, Reed College, Smithsonian Institute, University of Georgia.

Service on Visiting Committees
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2013-16
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2011-13
2009-10

2023

2015-7

Williams College, Environmental Studies Program, November 2023

Wellesley College Service

Faculty Merit Awards Committee

Budget Advisory Committee, Member

E2040, Subcommittee on Renewable Energy Procurement, Member
E2040 Committee on Carbon Neutrality, Member

Chair, Environmental Studies Department

Faculty Working Group on Climate Change Across the Curriculum, Co-Leader
Frost Center for the Environment Steering Committee, Member
Trustee Energy Task Force Member (Power4Women), Member
Faculty Working Group on the North American West, Member
Trustee Subcommittee on Investment Responsibility Member
Trustee Subcommittee on Investment Responsibility

Global Flora Architect Selection Committee, Member

Chair, Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability
Campus Facilities Planning Committee, Sustainability Representative
Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability, Chair

Trustee Working Group on Fossil-Fuel Divestment Policy

Director, Environmental Studies Program

Trustee Proxy Voting Subcommittee

Committee on Lectures and Cultural Events

Community Service

MetroWest Enegy Justice Working Group. Organized a student independent study and
service-learning class focused on energy justice issues and supporting the Energy
Advocate in Natick and Framingham, Massachusetts.

Lead volunteer and organizer for Solarize Mass Natick. Led a volunteer team
(including 10 Wellesley College students) in partnership with town representatives and
local solar installer that resulted in 156 contracts, $4.5 million in new solar
installations, and $75,000 in non- profit donations in the town of Natick. It was the
most successful of more than 55 such programs sponsored by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts since 2010.
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