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EDUCATION

2006
Ph.D. in Linguistics  


University of Massachusetts Amherst



         Dissertation Title:  Acquisition of a natural vs. an unnatural stress system

         
         Supervised by Professor Joe Pater
2003
M.A. in Linguistics


University of Massachusetts Amherst

1999 
B.A. with Honors in Language Studies, summa cum laude


Wellesley College

              
Phi Beta Kappa

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2009- present
Wellesley Faculty Assistant Professor
2008-2009
Postdoctoral Fellow in Cognitive and Linguistics Sciences,


Wellesley College

2005
Winner of the Best Student Poster award at the 1st Acoustical Society of America Workshop on Second Language Speech Learning

2004-2005
Mellon Fellow-in-Residence, Wellesley College

2004-2005

Mellon Mays Dissertation Fellowship

1999-2004
         Ford Foundation Pre-Doctoral Fellowship

1999-2000
         Opportunity Fellowship, University of Massachusetts Amherst

1999

         Wellesley College NSF-AIRE Summer Research Fellowship

1997-1999
         Mellon Minority Undergraduate Fellowship, Wellesley College

TEACHING 
2009-present
Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Wellesley College
2008-2009
Postdoctoral Fellow teaching Introduction to Linguistics, Wellesley College
Spring 2007
Visiting Instructor, Wellesley College

Summer 2006
Instructor, Harvard University, Institute for English Language Programs

       and 2005
       
Fall 2003
         Visiting Instructor, Wellesley College

2002-2003                Teaching Assistantship, University of Massachusetts Amherst

Fall 1998
Teaching Assistant, Wellesley College

  
World Language and ESL Methodology.  Led class discussion sessions, helped design and teach the linguistics section of the course.

1997-1999
Writing Tutor, Public Speaking Tutor.  Wellesley College Learning and Teaching Center.  Special tutor for international students.  Helped to design the new public speaking tutoring program.  

RESEARCH


My research area is on the acquisition of phonology by children and adults. My current projects involve studies comparing the acquisition of natural and an unnatural stress systems by native speakers of American English and Quebec French.   In child language acquisition I am studying three-year old children’s acquisition of stress in multi-syllabic words.  
PUBLICATIONS

Submitted
The role of syllable weight in learning a natural and unnatural stress pattern

2010
A naturalness bias in learning stress.  Phonology 27:3. 345-392.
2008
Learning Artificial Languages:  The Role of Universal Grammar.  Saarbrücken:  VDM Verlag.
2005
Acquisition of a natural vs. an unnatural stress system.  In Proceedings of the 29th Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development.  Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Press.

2003
Omission of function words vs. lexical syllables in child speech.  In Proceedings of the 27th Annual Boston University Conference on Language Development.  Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Press.

2002
Noncontiguous metathesis and Adjacency.  In Carpenter, A., Coetzee, A., and deLacy, P. (Eds.), UMOP 26: Papers in Optimality Theory II.  Amherst, MA: GLSA.

2002
UMOP 26:  Papers in Optimality Theory II.   Editor along with Andries Coetzee and Paul deLacy.  Amherst, MA: GLSA.

1999
Learner Autonomy, National Standards, and Language Learners of Tomorrow. With Rebecca Oxford.  Northeast Conference Reports, Chicago:  National Textbook Company.  

1998
Davis Scholars:  Following Our Passion. Wellesley, Vol. 82 No. 3, Spring 1998.

CONFERENCES and INVITED TALKS:

2011

Is language learning aided by an innate learning mechanism?  October 26, Science Faculty Seminary Series, Wellesley College.

2011

The role of syllable weight in learning a natural and unnatural stress pattern.  May 19, 19th Manchester Phonology Meeting, Manchester, England 
2006

English listeners perceptual assimilations for Zulu sounds: Evidence in support of the articulatory organ hypothesis. With Andrea Levitt, Catherine Best and Louis Goldstein.  Acoustical Society of America, Honolulu, Hawaii (11/06)

2005
Acquisition of a natural vs. an unnatural stress system:  A comparison of English and Québécois French.  1st Acoustical Society of America Workshop on Second Language Speech Learning.  May 15, Vancouver, British Columbia.
2005
Learning Phonology in the Laboratory. With Joe Pater. Brown University CogSci-Linguistics Colloquium.  March 7, Providence, RI.

2004
Acquisition of a natural vs. an unnatural stress system.  Boston University Conference on Language Development.  November 5-7, Boston, MA.

2004
Invited Talk:  Does UG help in the acquisition of a natural vs. unnatural stress system?  University of Quebec at Montreal.  September 29, Montreal, QC, Canada.

2003
Invited Panelist:  Minority Women and the Graduate Experience.  Workshop for Mellon Minority Fellows.  December, Wesleyan University.

2003
Children's omissions of Function Words and Lexical Syllables.  Conference of Ford Fellows.  October 18, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

2002
Omission of Function Words vs. Lexical Syllables in Child Speech.  Boston University Conference on Language Development.  November 1-3.  

2002
Omission of Function Words vs. Lexical Syllables in Child Speech.  Poster.  10th Annual Manchester Phonology Meeting.  May 23-25, University of Manchester, Manchester, England.

2002
Omission of Function Words vs. Lexical Syllables in Child Speech.  HUMDRUM 2002, April 20-21.  University of Massachusetts Amherst.

2001
Noncontiguous Metathesis and Adjacency.  HUMDRUM 2001, May 5-6. Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore.

1999
Factors Affecting Proficiency in Second Language Acquisition.  Ruhlman Conference. April 29, Wellesley College.

1998
Invited Talk:  Learner Autonomy in the World Language Classroom.   With Rebecca Oxford.  Northeast Conference of Teachers of a Foreign Language. November 13-15, Chicago.

SERVICE

2010-present
Faculty Awards Committee, Wellesley College
2008-present
Coordinator, Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship, Wellesley College

2005-2006
Co-chair, Black Task Force, Wellesley College

2004-present
Member Board of Directors, Wellesley Students' Aid Society.

2004-2006
Member Selection Committee, Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship, Wellesley College.

2002
HUMDRUM 2002 Organizer. Annual graduate conference of students from Johns Hopkins, University of Maryland, Rutgers University and UMass Amherst.

2001-2003
Panel Member, UMass Amherst Graduate Student Grant Service


Advised students applying for pre-doctoral and dissertation fellowships.

2001-2002
Dinner coordinator for visiting colloquium speakers, UMass Amherst
2000-2001
Graduate Linguistics Students Association Steering Committee (GLSA).  Spearheaded the complete reorganization of the financial operations of the GLSA to return it to profitability.  The GLSA publishes and sells conference proceedings, dissertations and other scholarly works in linguistics.

2000
Student Representative


Duties included leading GLSA meetings and representing the student body at department faculty meetings.

SCHOLARLY MEMBERSHIPS
Association for Laboratory Phonology
Linguistic Society of America

Phi Beta Kappa Society
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