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EDUCATION 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY, Stanford, CA (1985−1990). 
Ph.D. in CHEMICAL PHYSICS (September 1990). 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Cambridge, MA (1981−1985). 
A.B. in CHEMISTRY and PHYSICS (June 1985). Graduated Magna Cum Laude. 

HONORS, AWARDS & SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
• Publicity by the American Chemical Society (2024)  
• Publicity by the Royal Society of Chemistry (2024) 
• Named Professorship: Nancy Harrison Kolodny '64 Professor of Chemistry (2022) 
• Research featured in a press conference (American Astronomical Society) (2016). 
• The Anna and Samuel Pinanski Teaching Prize (Wellesley College) (2014). 
• Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award (The Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation) (1996). 
• Brachman Hoffman Fellowship, Wellesley College (1993). 
• Finalist for the Morton M. Traum Award in Surface Science, American Vacuum Society (1990).  
• First prize for presentation at regional American Vacuum Society Conference (1988). 
• Onsager Fellowship (declined) (Yale University) (1985). 
• Harvard Scholarship (1984). 
• John Harvard Scholarship (1983). 
• Detur Prize, Harvard University (1982). 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Professor of Chemistry: Wellesley College (2004−present). 
Chair Chemistry Department: Wellesley College (2007−2010) 
Associate Professor of Chemistry: Wellesley College (1997−2003). 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry: Wellesley College (1990−1996). 
Visiting Scholar: Harvard University, with Professor C. M. Friend (May 1991−May 1992). 
Research Assistant: Stanford University, with Professor R. J. Madix (Sept. 1985−Aug. 1990). 
Head Teaching Assistant: Department of Chemistry, Stanford University (1987−1988). 
Teaching Assistant: Department of Chemistry, Stanford University (1985−1989). 
Teaching Assistant: Department of Chemistry, Harvard University (1984 −1985) 
High School Teacher: St. Thomas College, Sri Lanka (1980). 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Williams College Chemistry Department Visiting Committee member (2022) 
NASA Review Panel (2016, 2020, 2021, 2023) 
Beckman Foundation Advisory Board (2021) 
NSF-REU Site Review Panel (2010 and 2015) 
Grant reviewer: National Science Foundation, American Chemical Society, Research Corporation, NASA. 
Advisory Board of Petroleum Research Fund: American Chemical Society (2000−2004). 
Co-organizer, Radiation Chemistry Symposium: American Chemical Society National Meeting (2001). 

https://www.acs.org/pressroom/headline-science/space-ice-prebiotic-molecules.html
https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/low-energy-electrons-in-cosmic-ice-spring-surprise-by-generating-prebiotic-molecules/4020080.article


 

EXTERNAL GRANTS 
1991 Research Corporation $ 30,000 

1992 American Chemical Society-PRF Type G Grant $ 18,000 

1996 Research Corporation $ 29,500 

1996 Henry Dreyfus Teacher Scholar Award $ 60,000 

1996 American Chemical Society-PRF Type B Grant $ 25,000 

1997 National Science Foundation REU grant (co-PI) $171,000 

2000 National Science Foundation REU grant (PI) $186,000 

2003 National Science Foundation REU grant (PI) $204,000 

2005 National Science Foundation RUI grant (PI) $380,000 

2006 National Science Foundation REU grant (PI)  $236,475 

2010 National Science Foundation REU grant (PI)  $300,200 

2010  National Science Foundation RUI grant (PI)  $390,000 

2015 National Science Foundation RUI grant (PI) $290,000 

2016 National Science Foundation RUI supplemental award (PI) $ 11,773 

2020 National Science Foundation RUI grant (PI) $384,855 

2024 National Aeronautics and Space Administration (PI) $228,759 
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† High School Student 
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** Presented by an undergraduate. 

 
 
 


